
cllxiTIIt a:r, 0Bll Il]'r.s

rn z€n luddhisn theie !s no such thina as vovis or oaths tal{en in
the preserce of ritnes.e. .uch as ale to he found i4 the chrisiie
noiaaiic orders but tnis doe5 lot mean that Zen doe: not nave
th.ir equivaleht.The lrinary diaference lretwee4 tlLe tvo is of,e ot
lntultive uderstandine rather tha, ststed fact.lhis is because
tle zen Puddhist bas thcuqLt out the neening of s1]irituat loverij
t. tt. logical.on.lusiotr,recocnisi.s tlat it c.trtains anc
transcends .tr,r.icaI pcverty,ti:u. discovcring hot only its aeaaine
l.rri ir:. ..irit-..tii."r tl:al beiar stu.k rith obecieEce io a
e!:.i:ic nfu1.t !. is tle ca.e in Chri.iianity,lhe no.e I real the
'l:rr...j ii,,'.r,-,n.ti:ie.al 5i,:.Jr.iict ih. earier it 1r.tr.i.. 1.

:rtat. rl .fl.ir-s.atre aliout.!'.r a.r:.t
tl. Ch:rstl.a r.:td:rt,1.s t.-,rof,n eaiirrlil:no.;o.l f.r lr:.
1r: Ljri-.rr,r !.iher tlEi hnvint ii 11::rer.L1 itrto hi. n.rd ti _.i tr,c
.:l:r' rer il: .ou1d i.i n:s tlai r.ich Lo r:ou1C Sile t. i::: 'll.I1 is exi:elely ciificult to beliere ir, a Cod ol {hi.}r,at ].f,.i
r,hea enteling e leii4ious conrulity,one has 1itt1e ox no dii9ci
knoilcdgeit!; zen ludchist on tr:e ;iher hanc'hes at 1e1.1_a=
in]llihg i;hat therc is somethine sithin hin that he knovs ca. be
developeii andrehen told to searci within hirself'does not begin
to have the see blolrlems of faitn that the ChristiaA las.And yet
tlle zen ludchist;eeds faith;fait! that the luddha:rature lives in
everytlins alomd hih and esleciaLly withi. hinself.It is a fault
!n tle betnod of teecldng chrisiianity,dd not of the lelision
iiself,that haE ceused Cluistian sonasticiEm to decline in tlt
last decade ,rbilest iiddhist nonasticism llourishes with ever
greater loluIality.,'11-e kincdoE of heaven i3 [,tthin you" i.
sohethihg tlat '!le average clDi.tian priest ls very loat! to
ex!la!n, fre qreltly trying io argue it atay,vlil€st the Buddnist
rill sladly and happily adrit il,e absolute toth of the quotaiicn
,i,ook rithin thee,thou alt auddha."lhere is nothina r6odg rith
Clristian nonasticisn that doins a 1ittle about its teaclirg
trethods could not cure; ho\?eve r, the everage Clvistian dietrald
vrould get $oried if he were told to believe {I have said,ye
are ocds,r as litelal ttuth.
lhe alove nEJ seen e lon6 \?av a!., l.oB rJ sulrject of poYertX,
clr..tit] a1d obedterce oui,ln fact'it is the vDry core ot iti
.a.1..atiD..n-ctha.i*,{hen r,!itirg on the .!bject of the :celiiudes,
:ii.. tl,. irllair4E,"]lnd N nan sl::11 be free,ar.d a. !!re a. tne
a::,. ir ..rre!.1 iito hi. rot::er,. ronb,nhen Ie h.s noilrir5,r:ants
tr.rl:iatr ard loor. notain;isuch a one nas tse sliritual ,ovcriir.'i
icf: it is er:ectly this state of frind that t]]e zen trainee ei*s
at i}!en h€ is sittiag in heditationia state ol ninit in \Lhich ne
i: Ddi.tulbed by anythi Dg, IaviJr 5 ho desires whatsoeve! to lI\ich
ne i. ataaclen,llerein 1i.. one of the baslc diffelenccc letveei
zen ro;_a=giaT;n and Clri st ia., for, if ve ale to lelieve the books
\r3 leei on Christia nonasticisE,tie average perso4 in a christian
lelisi.us oider is c.nstantlX U'ine vitE every ler6on in his
nonast€ry to outdo then i4 keeping the Rule - (hich nEas tiat.e./ rr o ri'r. tu --tlhrpar ro 'oly pover Iy,cn5-urty 8rd ot d '.ce,
. sr'r. o" Drrd Ji=:-l:-T-; r. oved l.om L e soal of -pMtua1 tJ
tley seek as is ro.ldl-y obsession ,ith wealth and eve-r/d..y
l\}sical cor?orts.Ihe Clfi.tiu nork or nu ha. failed to realise
that in sDiiging to the absolute oplo.ite ol af!1ue.ce,Ie is sti11
stuck ln dualiiy and ETilling tightly onto lelfection y,hiclr binds
hia ere! nore tishtl, to his aule tnstead of fleeing hiD to go
on to evei de.per depths ol spirttuality,It uas with good lea3on
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that tne Buddha teught the lrilddl€ llay,tlle Didnle path betv.en the
two extremes,fo! only in such a place ctu be fouhd ilrat state oi
which 9ckhart sleaks,that p16ce eh6!e one has Dotling,wants nothtn8
ad kaow. noijhin6.So lobe aR t!.!e 1s a st!1vina afte! poveri/
the.e is a ventins thereof - and thele is aI.o af,oJ6ction of tre
!?oi1d.It 15 !6t lossible to relect the Forta and !.rain sli.itua1ly
health/.It is by oeans of th. v6!]d ihet we uderstana hea@n anil
tnnscend loth,The worla has to nE enbraced and tran.cendel,noi
rejected anil dlscalited as evlt.Tre attitude ol oind':u.i bc
lo:itive anit noi neaailre.lor U!e!e is nothing tnat is or itself
intrinsicallJ. evil.lhele are cilcuDstances,usually o! ou! orm
c.e:-.ilo.,tl1et affe.t uc adverscly end ,illch se bla:e u..a tie1o:lo rrL,if ri. loo]. tr,e !.oublc to looL a 1't'1e f.)!c'ee6.1y.i,l
Co :riretl.iua about oDr ai,l,?drr.it.rvie codd ei:i1:/ de,l1 trith tl.r-,.
I t:Lor tiat 1.h-o rcaaer eil:r, in.t$tIt'di.ar,re. u/ltrr !4 n.on tli.
:..t1.r l,rl it L,- iri.Lr ojlt 'ihc t!r. rL..ring of El,trcir€ri irito..d
.i'f'1e rinr.l su:ierilci.-1 ol) ti,ai nost ol u5 are co:1',!rt aitL,nc
r,i11 ari, n.y:,4.:i.l re4. c1o.rly,In fojenrs iUil,1 i. tac folloaini,
''i... 

":o!1cn ot A3i1y life f. ii1!,fcrds ale 1ti 1..r,..',:!is coald
be e:rtended tlus,"tne prolIed ot heaven is the lolldino1r to live
is it! kcy.r'lookeit at floD ihis posiiive aA1e,!aihe. tlen t-.e
re€atire or. of rcjection p.acticett br iLe christian Ecn.,.tics,
ine gor1il becones a beautilul p1a.. iE trLich io leao true

thy t)ren the leaaer nay &11 ask do Shasta A!!oy onil othe! sudcnlst
hoiasteries exlst?lhe answoi 15 a .i,r!lo one,Unllle qhlistia.
EohasteriBs,Zeh ones are 4ot placeE irto hich a pe!.on retires
fo! 1,he !e.t of his 11fe.It 1€ 1n!1icit in th6 tlalntnd that a
zen tralhe€ yrl1l retum to th6 wo!1d when he has dlscovered his
orn religlous ]rotenti.l fo! the lenefli not only of t\e eorlrl lui
also of hloself.It is unde.stood that,tuhi1e.t in the lo@stery,he
shaU sti11 keep one loot vely derinitely iD th6 $olIil outslde
so that he shafl not becoi. out of touch therelrliLlh. oDty .eason
fo. $hich tre Aoes !5to ihe oonastoly is because h. ls notsaiisfleil ?lth hiDself in the state he is in and s4ts to do
.oEtnih6 about it,that is,fin.t hl,i om religious loteltial.lut it
is lerfectly lossible to ilhA that potential vhil6.t sii11 livin;
in the iorld if he ttuely anto to do so;nonast.rle. oxist necause
the zvelice person is too lcry to Fork upon hihs.lf llthout yrhat
be coi:idet. to be the right erviroEent and circun.tancc. - an
ide! qh1.h ies io be i.aiaed oui of hir.It is 1acl. ot v;iUDor.r_ '-...k.:6oa6:r-r..s nc,'es:s,fiaot ! 6 evrl of !':e vo:id.
llc.j lecau.e tle zen auddhlst i:io*s that ttue s.l.itu.1 prve.ty
.o.es only a3 a !.sult of aoin.j soreiilis ebour hin.clt r,iti,ir
his imosi boiril and inat a\y !!e,hoseve. sinceleIy iade,irlrties
t:re rejection of t]l€ vovrr 6 oppoEite,thai he nakes no a.ara1 vovr o!
goverty tdt his ev.rv action i5 e atterli to .eech that state in
irhicl i:e Enir nothi;1g,has nothlrs abd k;ons notlhg.So b./ not taklfl
aE actual vov, be livcs that:wow At evely tu.n of hi.E li.fe rithout
attechroit th€!eto.c!a6tity Ebd obedience are innltcit Nithin
loverty.If on€ tnely dealB vith attaclhent to e61l thor one also
deals rith sexua1 rrobler. tiui obviatllg e actugl s€palate voil
ol cha.tlty,obedielce is also inpl,lcil sii:d. pove.ty .in.e e E&{,ii! no ilesires of his otrn ilo6. tlrat yhich ha5 to be do@ without
ever takinA e vow to obe, &ryon. and,itr so itotng,oleye llis
tezclrer otte.ly siDpty becEuse thele is nothing else for hi! to ilo,
iu11y recogrisilg the &litdha llatue,or soil-heeil €qutvaledtrsithif, hi6 teacbe! vithout tEvilg io be given dilectives.
lron tne Ebovc it can be clearly !ee! tbat all tlree vohs are
erlraced iithin tLe one vowrlf it is tnely unde!.tood aEd,in
addition to tnt.,a vo$,as such,l. rather a iEtediheht t)rd en
4s.et sihco lt iDplies tbe relectlon of d olposlte,In the Eodeln



vrorld,rlen tna freedo ol ri.d is sou3ht,.ry Rxle that linds
.athe! t\a! frees the slilii is bound to ne found vralting by
religlously ninded peolle all over the (or1d.
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